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World famous musician, Neil Peart is best known as the drummer and lyricist for the rock band Rush. Born 

in Hamilton, Ontario, his father became parts manager for Dalziel Equipment, a farm machinery supplier, 

and in 1956 the family moved to Port Dalhousie (now part of St. Catharines). From a young age he showed 

an interest in music, he started playing piano and soon set his sights on drumming. Peart worked the 

occasional odd job. However, his true ambition was to become a professional musician. During adolescence, 

he floated from regional band to regional band and dropped out of high school to pursue a career as a full-

time drummer.  

 

After a discouraging stint in England, Peart 

returned home, where he joined local 

Toronto band Rush in the summer of 1974. 

The band has gone on to win countless 

awards for their recordings and Peart has 

become one the most respected rock 

drummers of all time. Beyond music, Rush 

has raised over a million dollars for food 

banks and the United Way. Their efforts 

have enhanced an awareness of the plight 

faced by society's less fortunate, inspiring 

and awakening the social consciousness of 

an entire generation.  

 

Peart is Rush's primary lyricist. His lyrics 

address universal themes and diverse 

subject matter including science fiction, 

fantasy, and philosophy, as well as secular, 

humanitarian, and libertarian themes. Peart 

is also a prolific writer, having published 

The Masked Rider, Ghost Rider, Traveling 

Music, and Roadshow. His memoirs have 

become important chronicles of his travels 

for any Rush fan. In contrast to his lyrics, 

his books focus on personal experiences. 

Peart is known for his astounding musical 

performances and for his technical 

proficiency and stamina. 


